Menthol Bans: Get the Facts Straight — Bans have Consequences!

Menthol cigarettes are not more
dangerous than non-menthol
cigarettes, according to the FDA [1]

Menthol does not cause smokers to
inhale more smoke [2]

African-American smoking is at a
historic low (12.4%), less than for
whites (13.4%) -- despite differences in
cigarette preferences [3]

Menthol smoking among African
American youth is so low that it cannot
reliably be measured [4]

Total youth menthol smoking is 0.6%
per most recent government data [5]

Menthol cigarettes are not more
“addictive” or harder to quit [6]

Claims of “targeting” are based on ads
that ran 40+ years ago, all cigarette ads
are heavily restricted re content and
placement [7]
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Bans never work (e.g., failed war on
drugs) and produce a litany of
unintended consequences [8]

Bans lead to illicit markets, crime,
negative interactions with police
(“stop & frisk”) and ultimately the
criminal justice system [9]

Ban will disproportionately impact
African-Americans, Hispanics and their
communities [10]

Bans do not make smokers quit, [11]
and if menthol smokers just switch to
non-menthol, they will not improve
health since the risks are the same [12]

The best way to reduce smoking is
through education and support for
equal access to medical care

Menthol smokers may seek dangerous
DIY alternatives [13]
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